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To the Right Honourable 


Sir JohnShorter, 


Lord Maior of London, 


AND 


The COURT of Aldermen. 


Right Honourable, 
He Sermon which by Your Appointment I Late- 
ly Preached, and You heard, I have now in 
Compliance with Your Order made more Pub- 


lick ; hoping that by this means it may be the more 
Serviceable, through the Bleſſmg of GOD, to the 
Charitable Deſi 1n ( and that towards the Rich no 
leſs than the Poor ) which, my Conſcience bears me 
Witneſs , T ſincerely propounded to my ſelf therein. 
Which that it may, is the earneſt Deſire and Prayer of, 


Right Honourable, 


Your moſt Humble 
Servant, 


Edw. Þ owler. 
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SERMON 


Preacked before the Right Honourable the 
LORD MAIOR of LONDON. 


AND THE 
COURT of ALDERMEN, oc. 
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| Luke 16. 9. 
And I ſay unto you, make to not Selves Friends of the 


Mammon of Unrighteouſueſs ; that whes ye fail, they 
may receive you into everlaſting Habitations. 


Hat Saying of the Wiſe-man, Money anſwers 

all things, is no doubt in the Opinion of the 

Children of this World, one of the Wiſeſt 

of all his Sayings. And whoſoever obſerves 

how zealous Men are 1n the purſtait of Money, what 
Labour and Toyl both of Body and Mind they un- 
dergo, and what eminent Hazards both of Soul and 
Body they run themſelves into, for the Gaining of it, 
mult needs conclude , that there's ſcarcely a more 
Univerſally-received Maxim than 7his, that Money an» 
ſ=wers all things. But yet, ſo filly are the incompara- 
bly-greater number of poor Mortals, as to take this 
tor granted, in ſuch a ſenſe, as wherein their mani- 
told Experience tells them, there can be nothing imnore 
Falſe : And leaſt to think of that ſenſe, in which it is 
eſpecially 
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eſpecially and' moſt eminently True. They think that 
the Heaping up of this Worlds Wealth, is the moſt 
Effectual Courle to have all their Needs ſupplied, and 
Deſires anſwered : Whereas a Wiſer, as well as Grea- 
ter Perſon than King Solomon, even our Bleſſed Savi- 
our ( and Solomon himſelf too) hath again and again 
aſſured us, That the Wel-ſpending it is the belt means 
we can ule for the obtaining of our Wiſhes. And par- 
ticularly, thoſe words of our Saviour , now read, a(lurc 
us of This; viz. And 1 ſay unto you, make to your ſelves 
Friends of the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, &c. 

By the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, we are to under- 
fland this World*s Goods : SO peuwes, Which is more 2 
Syriac than a Greek Word, ſignifies. But why they 
ſhould be called, apart Tis &Nas, Mammon of 2/x- 
righteouſneſs, there are various Conjectures ; of which 
(perhaps) the ?rueſt is,that it may beſt be rendered, Yaiz 
or falſe and deceitful Riches, For Sza& juſt, and dnt; 
true, are taken 1n the ſame ſenſe, and put one for 
another, in ſeveral places, by the Sacred Writers ; as 
allo dd unjuit . and Iau deceit ful. And in the r1tt- 
Verſe of this Chapter , peuerd dw, which varies 
from yau«ar7 «NKas, not in Senſe, but only in the Phraſe, 
by an ordinary Hebraiſm, is oppoſed to wayor? danmyer, 
true Riches, If therefore you have been unfaithful in 
the Unrighteous Mammon, Who will commit to your traſt 
the True Riches > Which is as much as to ſay , If you 
have been unfaithful in thoſe Riches, which deſerve not 
that name, Who will intruft you with real, true, ſubſtan- 
tial Riches 2 

But in what ſenſe ſocvcr we underſtand this Phraſe, 
we mult confeſs, that the things which are ſo eagerly 
purſucd, and ſo vehemently thirited after, have bur lit- 
tle Credit done them by being thus expreſſed. Yet, 
{ſince no leſs a Perſon than our Bleſſed Lord, hath be- 

| ſtowed 


(3) 
ſtowed this Name upon them, we are certain, that, as ge- 
nerally-adored an [dol as Worldly Wealth is,it is not given 
it without juſt cauſe, that it hath it not tor nought. 

Make unto your ſelves Friends of the Mammon of 
Unrighteouſneſs. This Figurative manner of ſpeaking 
is well ſuited to the foregoing Parable ; the Summ and 
Subſtance of which 1s this : The Steward of a certain 
Rich man was accuſed to him of waſting his Goods, and 
bis Lord hereupon requiring him to give Accompt of his 
Stewardſhip , and threatning him, that he ſhould be no 
longer Steward, he immediately reſolves upon this Courſe, 
for the ſecuring to himſelf a Livelihood ; viz. the draw- 
ing of his Lords Debtors into the ſame guilt of Cheatinz 
him : Foreſeeing , as eaſily he might, that their fear of 
bis telling Tales would lay an Obligation upon them , to 
maintain him among them. : 

Now my Text is the Moral or Application of this 
Parable : And therein our Lord adviſeth us to be as 
Wiſe and Prudent , as this Steward was wickedly Craf- 
ty; viz. As he made Friends of his Lord's Riches to 
procure him Houlcs to live in, when his Lord's Houſe 
would no longer hold him, ſo we ſhould make fuch 
friends of our own Riches, as that when weare turn« 
ed out of this Earthy houſe of our Tabernacle , we may 
be received into Everlaſting Habitations ; or into a 
Building of God, an Houſe not made with haxds, eternal 
In the Fleavens. 

Make to your ſelves Friends of the Mammon of Vnrighs 
teouſneſs, that when ye fail, (i.e. when ye die) they may 
receive you, XC. 4. e. you may be received. Like that in 
Luk. 6. 38. where Good meaſure ſhall they give into your 
boſom, (1gnifies, Good meaſure ſhall be grven, &c, And 
ike that in Ch. 12. 20, where They ſhall require thy ſoul, 
5 as much as, Thy Soul ſhall be required of thee, And 
aher inftances, cf the hike forms ot Speechi, I might pre- 
lent you With. i 50 


Mal. 27. 25» 


&ccle. 8, $. 


Ch.$.15. 


- Do you ſo uſe the things called Riches, with which God in- 7 
' 
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So that the ſenſe of this Verſe may be thus expreſt: fl 


truſts you as his Stewards in this World, as that when you 
take your leaves both of them and it, you may have Riches | 
truly ſo called, in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Firſt, It is, you ſee, Suppoſed in theſe words : That 

fet us ſtock our ſelves never ſo plentifully with this % 
Worlds Wealth, yet there is no help for us, but fail 
we muſt; we mult die ſooner or later, and leave it all 
behind us. Thou that haſt Ze/# Feather d thy Neſt, and ® 
laid up the richeſt Treaſure on Earth, ſhalt not beableto 
redeem thine own life there with any more than thy Bro- T 
thers, nor togive to GOD a ranſome for it. It may © 
enable thee to make a great Figure, and to Fluſter in ® 
the World for a little while, but it cannot ſecurethy 8 
continuance therein, for one day or hour. 7hou maift ® 
be in great Power, and ſpread thy ſelf like a green Bay 
tree, Le thou ſhalt quickly paſs away notwithſtanding, #3 
and be no more here, and he that ſeeks thee ſhall not find 
thee. The moſt Wealthy and Powerful have no power 
over the Spirit, to retain the Spirit, neither have they 
power in the day of death. This is an Evil among all the 
things that are done under the ſun, that there is one event 
unto all, unto the Rich and Poor : But this is an zntoe- 
lerable Evil, and never ſufficiently to be lamented, that 
the hearts of the far greater part of the Children of Men, F 
and eſpecially of Rich men, are full of Evil ; and mad- 
neſs is in their Hearts while they live, and after that they 
goto the dead. He who hath moſt improved his time 
in filling his Cheſts, and laying Houſe to Houſe, and 
Field to Field ; as he came forth of his Mothers Womb, 1a» 
ked ſhall be retury, to go as he came ; and ſhall take nothing 3 
of his Labour along with him, which he may carry away in | 
his haad : in all points as he came, ſo ſhall hego ; and what 
profit hath he, he hath bat laboured for theWind; that is 


ſup- 
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ſuppoſing he hath nottaken the Advice in the Text- 


This man cometh in with vanity, and departeth in dark- Ch 5. 4. 


wels, and his name ſhall be covered with darkneſs. And 
though we know nothing more certainly, than that 
die we muſt : Yet fo incontiderative are the Generality, 


that they know not their time ; but as the Fiſhes that Ch. 9. 1: 


are taken in an evil Net, and as the Birds that are 
caught in the ſnare, ſo are the ſons of men ſnared in an 
evil time, when it falleth ſuddenly upon them, Though 
we all know that we muſt fail, and can't be aſſured 
but we may the ext moment ; and have innumerable 
Warnings given us to prepare for death, yet moſt die 


ſuddainly, and before they are aware. O that we were Deute 32. 29. 


wiſe, that we underſtood this, ſoas to lay it well to heart, 
that we would conſider our later end. 

So much for that which theſe words ſuppoſe. 

Secondly, That which is Expreſſed in them, is, That 
the well-imploying, and doing good with the good things of 
this preſent Life, ſhall be rewarded with infinitely-better 
things in the Life to come. 

And of this, we have the fulleſt Afurance from 
theſe two Confaderations, and from either of them, viz. 

I. That one Phraſe, whereby our Saviour expref- 
ſeth doing Good and being Charitable, with our carthly 
Enjoyments, is laying «p a Treaſure in Feaven. 

' IT. That He hath intitled the Heavenly Happinefs 
to the ſincere performance of this ove Duty, by many 
Promiſes and Declarations. . 

Firft, One Phraſe, whereby He expreſſeth doing Good 
with our Earthly Enjoyments, is Laying up a Treaſure 
in Heaven. 'This we find, Matt. 6. 20. In the foregoing 
Verſe our Lord faith, Lay not wp for your ſelves Trea- 
ſares on Earth, where Moth and Ruſt do corrupt, and 
where Thieves break through and ſteal. Or, Do not 


board up your Riches, there being no Goodneſs in 
B 2 them, 


See Dr. Fam: 
mond's Note 
on this place. 


- ens 
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them, but what conſiſteth in the well-u/ing of them, 
and beſides, by hoarding them up, they will be liable 
to be either /poiled, or /tolen from you. It follows, But 
lay up for your ſelves Treaſures in Heaven, where neither 
Moth nor Ruſt doth corrupt, and where Thieves do nt 
break through and ſteal, &c. Or, according to your | 
Ability, do Good with your Eſtates ; make them {er- # 
viceable to Works of Piety , Mercy, and Charity, # 
And agreeably to this ſenſe, He thus proceeds : The |} 
Light of the Body is the Eye ; if therefore thine Eye he | 
fingle ( d=xis, which may better be rendred Liber, 

as «on; ſignifies Liberality in ſeveral places ) thy whole F 
Body ſhall be full of Light : But if thine Eye F4 evil, 8 
( wone;s, Envious, Or Covetous ) thy whole Body [hall be | 
fall of darkneſs. And this 1s plainly the Meaning of } 
this Verſe, viz. As the Eye enlighteneth the whole | 
Body, and guides it this way, or that, ſo a /iberal mind Þ 
hath a like Influence upon all the Actions of a Chri- 1 
{tian : But where an Pucharitable Spirit is, there's no- 
thing but Darkneſs, or the abounding of evil Works. 
So that it appears by the Context, that this Phralc, 
Laying up a Treaſure in Heaven, was deſigned by our 
Lord to. ſignifie, being liberal and bountiful with our 
Riches : But thcre could be no reaſon for his ſo cal- 
ling it, were 1t not to aſſureus, that by this means we 
ſhall undoubtedly obtain a Treaſure there, And the 
hke He doth, Luk. 12. 33. Sell that ye have, and give 
Alms , or rather than excuſe your not giving Alms 
by your want of Money, make Money of what you 
have, that you may giye Alms. And to encourage 
hereto, he in the next words calls it, Providing our 
fetves Bags, which wax not old, a Treaſure in the Heavens 
which faileth not, where no Thief approacheth, neither 
Ruft corrupteth. And in imitation of our B. Saviour, 
S. Paul calls it, Laying up in ſtore for our ſelves a good 
Foun- 
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Foundation, againſt the time to come. 1 Tim. 6. 17, 
Charge them that are Rich in this World, that they be 
not hi? h-minded, nor truſt in uncertain Riches, but in the 
Living God, who giveth us =y all things to enjoy : 
That they do Good, that they be rich in good works, ready 
to diſtribute, willing to communicate.  O what a Charge 
is this ! How happens it that fo few comparatively will 
Obey it 2 But What Encourazement is there to it? 
Surely the greateſt imaginable, for it follows; Laying 
up in ſtore for themſelves a good Foundation azainſt the 
time to come , that they may lay hold on Eternal Life. 
Or, Rich mens being Rich in good works, is, Laying up 
in ſtore for themſelves a good Foundation, or 'Treature, 
againſt the time to come, GC. 

Secondly, Our Lord hath intitled the ZZeavenly 
Happineſs to the ſincere performance of this ove Duty, 
by many Promiſes and Declarations. As we have one 
of theſe in the 7ext, ſo the time would fail me to re- 
cite all thoſe which our Lord hath given us out of 
his own mouth, and by his Apoſtles. I ſhall now 
Content my felt with preſenting you with two or three 
of thoſe which he himſelf delivered. In Mat. 25. 3.4. &c. 
He expreſſeth no other reaſon for the pronouncing 
of that Foyful Sentence, Come ye Bleſſed of my Father, in- 
herit the Kingdom prepared for you, from the foundation of 
the World, to the Sheep on his right haxd, but this ; 1 
was an hungred, and ye gave me meat ; I was thirſty, 
and ye gave me drink ; I was a ſtranger, and ye took me 
in ; Naked, and ye cloathed me; Twas ſick, and ye viſited 


me; I was in priſon, and ye came unto me. v"_—_ [ ſay 
e 


unto youy inaſmuch as ye have done it unto one of the leaſt 
of theſe my Brethren, ye have done it unto me. And on 
the contrary, there is no reaſon expreſt, why the Goats 
on the Left Fand ſhould have ſo Horrible a Sentencs 
pronounc'd againſt them, as, Depart from me ye Cur- 


ſed, 


(8) 
fed into everlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and his 
Angels, but this ; 1 was an hungred, and ye gave me ng 
meat ; thirſty, and ye gave me no drink, Oc. Inaſmuch as 
ye did it not unto one of the leaſt of theſe my brethren, 
ye did it not to me. Again, fee what our Lord faith, 
Luk. 6.35. Love your Enemies, and do good, and lend, 
hoping for nothing again, (or hoping for no Reward from 
thoſe whoſe Benetactors you are, and charitable Credi- 
tors) and your reward ſhall be great, and ye ſhall be the 
Children of the Higheſt, &c. And Mat. 5. 7. Bleſſed are 
the merciful, for they ſhall obtain mercy. Whereas S. James 
hath declared, Ch. 2. 13. that Ze ſhall have judgment 
without mercy, that ſheweth no mercy. 

I am ſure you will acknowledge, that there'sno need 
of going farther than theſe two Confiderations, for the 
Confirmation of the Doctrin raiſed from the 7ext. 

If it be asked, How this one part of Religion can be 
{aid to give a Title to theſe Everlaſting Fabitations ? 
I hope none of us do believe, that there is any thing 
more of proper Merit in theſe than in other good works; 
fince the Falſity and Dangerouſneſs of the Popiſth Do- 
Qtrin of Merit hath been ſufficiently expoſed to us 
trom time to time : As alfo, the Folly of imagining 
that Creatures can deſerve any Reward at the hands of 
their Great Creator ; and much more, of thinking that 
Sinners can ; and much more, that they can deſerve 
ſuch an immenſely Great Reward as the Xingdow 
of Heaven by the beſt Works they are ina poſſibility 
of performing ; theſe Works not bearing the leaſt 
proportion with that Reward. Nor need I ſurely go 
about to per{ſwade a Congregation of Proteffa#s, That 
the Righteouſneſs of Chrift *1s the only Meritorious or 
procuring Cauſe of whatſoever Good we have received, 
or can hope to receive. And as to hat Saying, that 
Chriſt bath merited, that we may merit , tis ſo far from 

| being 
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good Doftrine, that 'tis impoflible to make any good 
Senſe of it. But, 

1. Works of Mercy and Charity are Conditions,to the 
ſincere performance of which, GOD in his infinite 
Grace and Bounty, and for Chriſt's ſake, (or in and 
through Chriſt) hath promiſed theſe Everlafting Ha- 
bitations : And they are ſuch Conditions as our Saviour 
might well propoſe, without naming any other with 
them, becauſe the whole of Religion is virtually con- 
tained or implyed in them. Who knows not,thatFaith, 
and Love, and Obedience, are words which ſeverally 
expreſs in Scripture all Religion 2 But all theſe are im- 
plyed in true Chriſtian Charity. Both the Tables are 
comprized by our Saviour in the Zove of God and our 
Neigiyes - and the ſumm of what is required inthe 
Goſpel, is ſometimes expreſſed by Belzeving, and other 
times by Obeying. Now, as Charity hath a reſpe@to 
God's Gracious Promiſes, or as a Chriſtian is excited 
thereto by them, ſo is it an eminent At and Exertion 
of Faith : As it hath reſpect to the many Commandments 
of GOD and our Saviour , ſo every act of Charity is 
an act of Obedience : As it hath reſpe& to our infi- 
nite Obligations to GOD and our Saviour , and is an 
Expreſſion of Gratitude towards them, fo every a& of 
Charity is an aCt of Divine Love : As it hath reſpect to 
the Neceſſities of our Brethren, 1o is it an aCt of Brotherly 
Love ; and that which hath theſe ſeveral reſpefs, is the 
truly Chriſtian Charity, Conſidering this, well might 
S. Fames ſay, Ch. 1. 27. Pure Religion and unde- 
filed before God and the Father is this, to viſit the Fa» 
therleſs and Widows in their Afﬀtittion, and to keep ones 
ſelf unſpotted from the World, And therefore good 
reaſon had our Saviour here to inſtance ſolely in em- 
ploying our Eſtates. in doing Good, as that which 
intitles to Everlaſting Habitations in the Heavenly 

Man- 


(10) 
Manſions. And this likewiſe juſtifies that Advice of 
the Prophet Daniel to Nebuchadnezzar, Ch, 4. 27. Break 
off thy ſins by Rizhteouſneſs, and thine iniquites by ſhewing 
mercy to the Poor, Qc. 

And allo this interprets to us thoſe words of S. Pe- 
ter, 1 Ep. 4. $8. Charity ſhall cover the multitude of ſins, 
Above all things, bave fervent Charity among your ſelves, 
for Charity ſhall cover the multitude of ſins. 

2. Works of Mercy and Charity give a Title to theſe 
Everlaſting Habitations, as they are the beſt Evidence 
of our being Regenerate, and Chriſtians in Deed as wel 
as in Profeſron. The Tree, ſaith our Saviour, #5 known 
by its Fruits, But it hath alrcady appeared, and will 
tarther appear, that »o Fruit ſpeaks a good Tree like 
theſe Fruits. And therefore S. Paul preferreth the 
Grace of Charity before the'Graces of Faith and Zope. 
And now abideth Faith, Tope, and Charity, but the grea- 
teſt of theſe is Charity, 1 Cor. 13. ult. *Tis conteſt, he 
doth not here mean by Charity the meer giving of 
Alms, as appears by the third Verſe of this Chapter ; 
but, as whereſoever that Charity is, which the Apoſtle 
deſcribes in the foregoing Verles, there will be a cheer- 
tul forwardneſs to the relieving of our Necellitous 
Brethren , ſo this ſorwardneſs proceeding from the 
forementzoned Motives, is the be? Expreſſion of that 
Charity. And what fing/e Evidence of a Man's, being 
a goodl Chriſt ian,can excel,nay can equal this > Who can 
doubt whether that man doth truly and ſincerely Be- 
lieve in God, and embraceth with his Heart, that Rcli- 
gion Which he profeſſeth with his Tongue ; or whether 
he hath a powerful Senſe of another Life, and ſets his Aﬀe- 
ttons on the things above,that can freely forego preſent Pro- 
fit and Advantage for their fake ? What furer Argument 
can there be of our ſincerely /ovinzg GOD and our Bleſſed 
Saviour, than our readily parting, with thoſe things at 
their 
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their Command, which the Generality are ſo tenaci- 
ous of, and moſt unwilling to let go, upon any other 
account, than the ſome way or 'other ſerving them- 
ſelves > 1 mean promoting their carnal Intereſts. 
And I need not fay, that thzs is the beſt Evidence of 
a man's loving his Neighbour as himſelf, ſince all other 
Signs thereot, can fignitie nothing without this. For 
'tis too plain « Caſe to need proving, that he 7s a Lyar 
who pretendeth love to his Neighbour, while he can> 
not find in his Heart to Relieve him in his Neceſlity, 
in ſome proportion to his Ability. S. John makes this 
the great diſtinguiſhing CharaQter of a ſincere Lover 
of G O D, from an Hypocritical Pretender to the love 
of Him, in 1 Ep. 3. 16. Hereby perceive we the love of 
God, becauſe He laid down His - for us ; and we ought 
to lay down our lives for the Brethren : Or, tor the pro- 
moting of their eternal welfare. But whoſo hath this 
Worlds Goods, and ſeeth his Brother hath need, and ſhut- 
teth up his Bowels of compaſſion from him, that is ſo far 
from venturing his /ife for him, that he will not ſo 
much as open his purſe to him, How dwelleth the love of 
God in him 2 My little Children, let us not love in word 
or in tongue, but in deed and in truth, Or, Let us not 
only profeſs Love to our Brethren, but demonſtrate the 
fencerity ot that Profeſſion, by Acts of Bounty and Bene- 
ficence. Then it follows, And hereby we know that we 
are in the truth, and ſhall aſſure our hearts before him, &c. 
Or, We cannot deſire a more certain Evidence, a more 
infallible Mark, of our being «pright-hearted Chriſtians, 
than ſuch a temper of mind as ſhall be onall occaſions 
engaging us in fuch Works as theſe. 

3. By Works of Mercy and Charity we are made 
more and more Capable of being received into theſe 
everlaſting Habitations ; more and more meet to be 
partakers of the Inheritance of _ Saints in light ; which 

prin- 
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principally conſiſts in a Likeneſs to God, and a Com: 

plete Enjoyment of Him. There is nothing whereby 

we can fo Reſemble GOD, and therefore that can put 

us into ſuch a Capacity of Enjoying Him, as our being 
habituated to theſe Works. The Divine God-like Na- 

ture muſt needs moſt eminently appear in theſe, ſince 

Merey and Goodneſs, Benignity and Loving Kindneſs arc 

the Perfections by which the Beſt of Beings doth above 

all other Recommend himſelf to us ; as might be 

largely ſhewed from the Holy Scriptures. Therefore 

the Definition which +S. John gives us of God, is, 

t John 4+ 16, Love, God is Love, faith he, and he that dwelleth iy 
Love dwelleth, in God, and God in Him, The Lord is 

good to all, {th the Pſalmiſt, and his tender mercies 

are over all his Works, Nothing is ſo natural to Him, 

as Doing Good. - The Prophet 1ſazah calls his Judgments 

Efey28.21, and Atts of Severity his Strange Work. And the Pro- 
phet Jeremiah tells us, that 27e doth not afflidt willing- 

Lam. 3-33 Ly, nor grieve the Children of men. The Divine Seve- 
rity is not an Eſte of Choice, but of Neceſſity, for the 
maintenance and upholding of God's Government of 

the World. It proceeds from a Neceflity of Sinners 

making. But He hath thus declared, by the now 

Jer.9, 24 nam'd Prophet, 7 am the Lord, which exerciſe Loving- 
Kindneſs and Righteouſneſs in the Earth; for in theſe 

things 1 delight, ſaith the Lord.. Ti ow guns dyevmonin, 
Stromat.Lib.z ©s 7% =vp3s 78 Srqwaivew, x 77 gurds 73 quricews Tis as natu- 
B+ 313: ral to God to do good, as to Fire to warm, and to Light 
to enlighten, faith S. Clemens of Alexandria, Thole 

therefore who do moſt good, and are moſt delighted 

therein, are moſt /ike to God ; whereas thoſe who molt 

Reſemble Him in Power and Knowledge, if void of Good- 

neſs, (the Devils for inſtance) are moſt wnlike Him. 

And thoſe who are moſt like to God, are beſt qual:- 

fed for enjoying Him ; and capable of enjoying mo 
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of Him. . And ſuch as by their Likeneſs to God, are 
fitted to Enjoy Him, ſhall not fail ſo todo; I may 
truly lay cannot. NXageiy ydgo dyd'yun 73 Guy eds 78 Juntoy. 
There cannot be a ſeparation betwixt God and his Like- ticrectss, 
eſs, ſaid the Philoſopher excellently. 


T he Application, 


NY from what hath been Diſcourſed, we learn, 
Firſt, Wherein lieth the Goodneſs and Defira- 
Bleneſs of a plentiful Fortune. If we give any Credit 
to our Bleſſed Lord, we muſt believe that it doth nor 
lie in its inabling us to Ley wp, but to Lay ont the 
more, and that upon P7ous and Charitable Deſigns, not 
upon our Selves or Families, (and much leſs to grati- 
fie Pride or Luxury) and the better to promote by 
that means, the Great Buſineſs for which we were 
ſent into this World ; to make our felves ſo much the 
greater Bleſſings tro it, and more to glorific our Crea- 
tor and Redeemer by Good Works than we are capa- 
ble of glorifying them without Plentiful Eſtates ; and 
to attain to the Higher degrees of Bleſſedneſs and 
Glory in the World to come. I fay , we are abun- 
dantly fatisfied from what our Lord hath declared to 
us, in our Text and other places, and from what 
hath been diſcourſed, that herein alone conſiſts the Ad- 
vantage of being Rich. And he is a Perſon not ſufft- 
ciently purged trom Worldlinels and Senſuality, who 


eadeavours or can defire to be Rich for other Ends; 
C2 QC 
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or to make his Children ſo for any other rgaſon, than 
that by this means they may be the more ſerviceable 
to their Fellow-Creatures, may bring the more Glory 7o 
G O D, and gain the larger Proportions of Bliſs and Hap- 
pineſs 1n the other Life : In Compariſon of which thi 
Life is nothing worth ; and truly all things conſide- 
red, not worth any thing in zt ſelf, nor at all defira- 
ble, but as *tis a State of Probation for the fitting and 
preparing us for an i»finitely better. And if we con- 
ſidered how far a large Eſtate is from making the 
Owners of them Happy in zhzs lite, nay, how it in- 
volves them in innumerable anxious Cares and di- 
ſtracting Troubles, and a World of Misfortunes,which 
thoſe are ſecure from, who poſleſs but juſt ſo much 
as not to ſtand. in. need of the Charity of others, we 
ſhould think it the moſt deſireable thing for our ſelves, 
and owrs, to have no whit more than Agurs with, viz. 
a Competency , except for the foreſaid Purpoſes. And 
eſpecially conſidering the Dreadful. Account which thoſe 
ſhall be called to, who have not Hearts to imploy 
their Riches to ſuch purpoſes, and wztha/, what our 
Lord hath ſaid of the extreme dificulty of Rich mens 
entering into the Kingdom of Heaven ( in regard of 
the difficulty of their »ot truſting in their Riches, and 
of their not being made Covetous, or Proud, or Sen- 
ſual. by them) one would think that all who haveany 
ſerious Concern for the Souls of their dear Children, 
ſhould tremble at the thoughts of venturing them 
with Great Eſtates ; and be under no. Temptation 
upon their account of not being liberal. And I can- 
not imagine, but that every tr«{y-Good man muſt needs 
dread for his Childrens ſake, as well as for other rea- 
{ons, being backward to Works of Charity : Nothing 
being more commonly obſerved, than that the Chil- 
dren of Cavetous Cloſe-handed Parents, do. either as 
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prodigally fling away what they ſcraped together for 


them, or prove mere Mammoniſts and Muck-worms like 
them ; and fo have their Portion, like them too,jn this Life. 
Which no man that really believes the other Life, ſhall 
need to be rold, is an Evil to be dreaded unfþeakably 
more, than thezr going a Begging from door to door. 

Secondly, We learn from our paſt Diſcourſe, that 
'tis not 1n the leaſt disbecoming, a Chriſtian Spirit, 
nor at all inconſiſtent with that Ingenuity which 
Chriſtianity requires, to have Reſpet, with Moſes, to 
the Recompence of Reward in the Good we do; or 
to be excited thereby to Wel-doing. Many Charitable 
and Good Souls have perplex't themſelves with doubts, 
that their Good Works are not of the true Chriſtian 
kind; becauſe they think they are Conſcious to them- 
ſelves, of not being principally moved to them by Love 
to G O D, but by ſe!f-Love; being perſwaded that the 
onely ſpring and principle of Evangelical Obedience is. 
Divine Love and Gratitude ; and that neither Zope nor 
Fear is ſo. But ſince ſo very many Promiſts and 
Threats are to be found in the Goſpel, tis evident they 
are greatly miſtaken, and that they fear where no Fear 
is, For is it to be thought, that we ſhould be ſtirred 
up to Good Works by ſuch Motives as theſe by Our - 
Bleſſed Saviour Himſelf, if their having their deſigned. 
influence upon us would ſo /poi/ them, as to make them 
not truly Chriſtian > But 1 will ſay 7wo thiogs in refe- 
rence to this matter. : 

r. Itis true, that /e/f- Love ought not to be our oxely 
Principle in doing Good. We ought to be conltrained 
thereto by the Love of God and our Saviour, and the. 
wonderful Expreſſions, of their Love to w. We are. 
obliged alſo to do Good Works from a ſenſe of the. 
Eoodneſs of them ; and to be Charitable trom the Love of 
Charity as ſuch; as it is a molt lovely Thing, an ex- 

cellent; 
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cellent Grace, highly beneficial to the World, and 
greatly ennobling and beautifying the Soul that's there. 
with inſpired. And we ought likewiſe to ſhew pity 
to our AMiRed Brethren from a principle of Love to 
them, But ſtill ſince God and our Saviour have ſeen it ne- 


ceſry to lay before us the Motives of Promiſes and - 


Threatnings, 'tis impoſſible ir ſhould be unworthy of 
Chriſtians to be Aﬀed by them in their Obedience. 
And God knows, that in this impertect State, the Beft 
Chriſtians find that they have need enough of zheſe 
Motives. Bur, 

2d, 'Tis a mighty Miſtake to think that to be per- 
ſwaded to the Obedience of the Precepts of the Gol: 
pel by it's Promiſes or Threats either, is to obey from 
a meer ſelfiſh Principle. For if we have a true Notion 
of that Happineſs our Lord promiſeth, and of that 
Miſery He threatneth, we are no lefs ated by Love 
to God, in that Obedience which our deſire of ob- 
taining the ove and avoiding the other excites us to, 
than by Love to Ourſelves : The Heavenly Happincls 
(as hath been already obſerved ) principally«conſiſl- 
ing in a perfe&t Likeneſs to GOD, and Enjoyment of 
Him, vzz. as Perfect as our Nature is Capable of; and 
the Helliih Miſcry being a State of pertect Unlikeneſs 
to Him, and Eternal Separation from Him. 

Thirdly, We learn from what hath been faid, what 
a Felly it is for men of Eſtates to hope to be Recei- 


wed into the Everlaſting Habitations in the Text, with- ' 


out being Charitable with them ; without making to 
themſelves Frieads, in our Saviour's fenle, of their 
Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs. Let me Beg of ſuch not 
to be offended, it 1 take leave to be a little Free and 
Plain with them. Lo you really and indeed Hope tog 
be ſaved ? To be ſure you will tay you do, But, for 
God's lake, tell me why 2 Hath GOD promuled ſuch 


us 
\ 
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as you theſe Habitations, and will you expeCt them 
without a Promiſe 2 Ipray look into the Bible, 1 can 
in the Name of GO D aſſure you, that you ſhall not 
find one Syllable there of any Promiſe whatever , and 
much lets ſo exteeding great ard precious a Promiſe as 
this, made to ſuch as you. But you will there meet 
with 7hreatnings good ſtore again{t you, and ſuch zer- 
rible oncs too, as would make a man even Tremble to 
read them, though he ſhould know himſelf to be un- 
concern'd in them. 

You will, no queſtion, ſay that you hope for Eter- 
nal Happineſs through the alone merits of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Very well ! But hath Chriſt promiſed to Save all by 
his Merits that Rely por them for Salvation 2 Hath 
he propoſed no Terms to us, without our Compliance 
with which, He will not Save us? Nay, Have not He 
and His Holy Apoſtles moſt expreſly and frequently 
told us, that Obedience to His other Precepts is every 
whit as neceſſary to our Salvation, as Obedience to 
that of Relying on his merits can be? And is there 
any one Precept (o often repeated, ſo much inculcated, as 
this of Charity 2 As thoſe of feeding the hungry, and 
Cloathing the Naked ; of being Fathers to the Father- 
leſs, and Husbands to the Widows ; of being merciful 
and tender-hearted ; of being ready to diſtribute, and 
willing to communicate, Oc.2 Nay, Is any one ſingle 
Duty oftener made a Condition of Salvation, than this 
of Charity 2 There is ſcarcely any one made fo ſo oftey. 
Why then ſhould not thoſe who live in the open 
Tranſgreſſion of the Laws of Temperance, Sobriety, and 
Chaſtity, or of Juſtice and Righteouſneſs, expect as well 
to be Saved by the Merits of Chrift, as you who live 
in the manifeſt Breach of thoſe which oblige you to be 
Charitable > There are many Promiſes of ſuch Bleſ- 


fings as I know. you defire with all your hearts, and 
much 
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much more than you ought, made to the Charitable: 
Now what an unaccountable thing is it, that thoſe 
who cannot find in their Hearts to Truſt in God for 
the fulfilling of his Promiſes, by performing the Con- 
ditions of them, ſhould be able to Truſt in Him with- 
out the Encouragement of any Promiſe ; nay , againſt 
many ſolemn Declarations made by God and His Soy 
Teſus, on purpole to diſcourage us from expeCQting the 
lcaſt Favour trom them, while we perſiſt in wiltul 
diſobedience to any of their Precepts. Your are plain: 
ly told, that Whoſoever ſhall keep the whole Law, and 


Jam, 2. 10. yet offend in one point, is*guilty of all : Or, if it were 


poſſible for a Man to obſerve all the Laws of God 
but oxe, and Jive in the Breach of that one, this will 
as certainly make him liable to the Divine Ven- 
geance, as living in the Breach of all ; though not 
to the ſame degrees of Puniſhment. And you are af- 
ſured by Him, on whoſe Merits you fo rely for Sal- 
vation, and who will be your Fudge, that the Cove- 
tous and ©ncharitable ſhall be placed on his /eft hand, 
at the Day of Judgment, and receive that foreſaid 
tearful Sentence from Him,Depart from me ye Curſed, &c. 
And yet, I ſay, in ſpight of ſuch Declarations as 
theſe, thoſe I now addreis my felt to, will hope, not 
only to eſcape the Wrath to come, but to be eternally 
Happy too : At leaſt zhoſe of them will that are not 
ſecret Infidels (as I muſt confeſs *tis hard to think 
moſt of them ſhould not be, profeſs they what they 
will ) : But who can expreſs the Folly, the Madneſs ra- 
ther, of ſuch a Hope > _ 

I know many of our Covetous ( Chriſtians I can't 
call them, bur) Profeſſors of Chrittianity do lay no 
ſmall Weight on their being Ft and Righteous in their 
— » and raking great Care to do m0 wrong, 

ut, 


1, Sup- 


(19) 

I. Suppoſe you are /trifly juſt, can you expect a 
Reward tor this ? Nay, can you expect that the Xing 
of Heaven (ſhould beſtow upon you no leſs a Reward 
than the Kingdom of Feaven, merely becauſe you do 
no wrong ; merely becaute you are pleaſed not to be 
Miſchievous 2 In good time in truth. But this is all 
that a barely ju/# man can commend himſelf for, viz. 
that he does no Miſchief. And remember , I beſeech 
you, that our Lord hath declared that The @nprofita- 
ble (ou not only the Drjurious) Servant ſhall be bound 
hand and foot, and caſt into outer Darkneſs ; where ſhall 
be weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth. And that The Tree 
which bears not Good fruit j and not only that beareth 
bad ) fhall be hewn down, and caſt into the fire. Bur, 


2. 'Tis more than an even Lay, that thoſe Miſers 
who molt boaſt of their Juſtice, are far from being 
(kr Juſt. Nay, I dare warrant them, ſhould their 


PraCtices be narrowly lookt into, if they be not found 
guilty of ſuch groſs [juſtice as will render them ob- 
noxious to the Laws of the Land, yet they may be diſ- 
cerned to make no {cruple of many ſuch fly Tricks, 
as will ſpeak them no leſs Znjut than /ncharitable in 
the Court of Xeaves ; nay, and alſo in any impartial 
Court of Equity. That common Saying, Such a one is 
a very juit, but an hard man, is founded upon making 
mere humane Laws the Meaſure of Juſtice ; but a man 
may be a great Villain, and yet be as honeſt as he can 
be made to be by the Laws of his Country. And, I fay, 
tis many to one, but that thoſe Miſers, who molt be- 
pride themſelves in their being juf# and honeſt in 
their Dealings, will be found to have much too good 
an Opinion of themſelves, were their ACtions meaſured 
by either the Laws of the Goſpel, or of Natural Equi- 
ty ; even ſuch as are to be _ in Tally's Offices, and 


many 
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many other Writings of the Pagans, But however, 

3. Men are Unjuſt i» b:ing Uncharitable. For the 
Uncharitable are alwaics tranſgrefling that Rule of 
Juſtice given by our Savzour, and which is as much 
2 Maxim of the Law of Nature as of the Chriſtian Re- 
lizion, viz. What you would that men ſhould do unto you, 
do you even the ſame to them, There 15 no man, |e& 
him be never 1o inſenſible of the Miferies of others, 
who would not, ſhould himſelf fall into needy Cir- 
cumſtances, complain of it as a great Cruelty to be de- 
nied Relief by thoſe who have power to help him. 
And therefore *tis the plaineſt Cafe, that men as often 
tranſgrels this Golden Rule, as they refuſe to cloſe 
with Opportunities of being Charitable. Apain, every 
Uncharitable Perſon is as ſuch Unjuſt, in that the 
Poor and Neceſlitous have a Right and 7ztle to their 
Charity. God hath by many Laws given them a clea« 
rer Title ro our Charity, than any man can ſhew for 
his E/tate.. And therefore in denying it to them, we 
withhold a plain Dze, and What is this but as plain 
Trjuſtice 2 

Theſe things conſidered, What can be more evi- 
dent, than that thoſe do put the grofſeſt Cheat upon 
their own Souls, and are befooling themſelves into 
Eternal Miſery, let them be never great Profeſſors 
of Chriſtianity, and never ſo obſervant of its eafe and 
cheap Duties, who hope to be, Saved upon ſuch ac- 
counts, while there is no prevailing with them by all 
the Arguments that Almighty G OD hath laid before 
them, ( though they are the greateſt imaginable) to 
employ any conſiderable proportion of their Mammon of 
Unrighteouſneſs in Works of Charity 2 

Betore I proceed farther, I would briefly ſpeak to 
this Queſtion, What Rules ſhould we go by , what 

Mea- 
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Meaſures ſhould we take,” to fatisſic our ſelves that 
we are truly Charitable ; and theretore have a right 
tothe Promiſes made to ſuch. 

x. In a»ſwer hereto, lect us take notice that GOD 
expects our ſpending more or /eſs in Works of Charity, 
according to the Eftates he hath bleſt us with. If the 
FI. Scriptures had been filent, as they are ot, about 
this matter, we may be certain from the Equity of 
the Divine Nature, that according to our Circumſtan- 
ces and Abilities, God looks for more or leſs from us. 
If there be a willing mind, it is accepted, according to 
what a man hath, aud not according to what he hath not. 
Which words the Apoſtle ſpake in reference to Cha- 
rity. And mens Eſtates, and therefore their Abili- 
ties for doing good, are to be meaſured, not only 
by their comes, but alſo by their neceſſary /ayings 
out, And conſequently he who hath a Family to 
maintain, is far from being obliged to give as much 
as he who hath no body to take Care of but himſelf, 
though the Lands or Stocks of both are equal : And 
according as a mans Family is greater or leſs, more or 
leſs of his E/ffate is to go to Charzty, This is roo plain 
to need proving. 

2. GOD expects more or leſs of our Charity, ac- 
cording to the Opportunities His Providence preſents 


2 Cor. $. 12. 


us with, of being charitable ; As we have opportunity, Gal, 5. 15. 


faith the Apoſtle, /et us do good unto all men, Sc. The 
more or greater the Objects of Charity are, that we 
hear of within our reach, the more Liberal arc we 
bound to be. 

3- We ought to be much /eſs cautious of offending 
on the Right, than on the Left hand in our Charity. 
He is like to be but a Sorry Creature at Charity, who 
is reſolved to do no mere good than he needs mutt. 

D 2 [11 


In an highly important Afﬀair, the Extreme of Over- 
doing is far more fafe than that of 71derdoing. The 
Overdoer in a good Work, ſuppoſing his Exceſs pro- 
ceeds from a good Principle, ſhall have his _ re- 
warded, and his Imprudence pardoned ; but the Wilful 
Pnderdoer muſt neither look for a Reward, nor with- 
out Repentance, (that is Reformation) a Pardon. And 
whoſoever is an Pnderdoer from too great inadver- 
tency, and a too-little Concern about the Duty of Cha- 
rity, hath no Title to any greater Promiſe than 2his, 
He that ſoweth ſparingly ſhall ny ſparingly. And as 
with reſpect to our ſelves, the offending on the Right 
hand is by much the ſafer Extreme ; ſo is it alſo with 
reſpe&t to others. There is more good in giving to ove 
Needy Perſon, than there is evil in giving to twenty 
Counterfeits. For, as being liberal to zheſe, proceeds 
from a better Cauſe , than doth the with- holding 
from the really Neceſſitous ; ſo 'tis more Eligible that 
ſome ſhould have more than enough of our Charity, than 
that any ſhould want bread. And the Extreme of 
being too charitable ( of which fault I doubt but few 
are guilty ) is better for the World in gezeral ( which 
I need not ſtand to ſhew) than the other Ex- 
treme. 

In ſhort, Moſt, I am ſure, do exceed in their Ex- 
pences upon ſomething or other ; but he who does ſo on 
Objetts of Charity, ok all Excceders, exceeds the moſt 
ſafely. That Saying, Too good' is ſtark naught , needs 
ſome Wit and Pains to make it a true Proverh, 
But, 

4. Though we ſhould rather chuſe offending on 
the Extreme of Charity, yet we ought to manage our 
ſei'ves with ſuch Prudence, as ſo to give at one time, 
chat we may give at another, and bold 0# 11 g1VIng; 


5. This 
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5. This is the beſt general Rule | am able to pre- 
ſcribe, Viz. That we never refuſe to part with our 
Money to Charitable Uſes from the /ove of Money. Ir 
is not to be particularly and exaCtly ſtated, how much 
it is each Perſons Duty to give ; Circumſtances in this 
Caſe to be conſidered, being infinitely various : But 
if this Rule be carefully obſerved, and we keep 
alive and cheriſh in our Breaſts the true Chriſtian 
Principles of Charity ( which I need not again re- 
peat) though 'tis poſſible we may not alwaies be ſo 
very prident in our Charity, as 1s deſirable, yet we 


need not fear, but we ſhall ſo govern our ſelves in * 


this weighty point, as to be accepted of G OD, and 
rewarded by him, as Charitable Chriſtians. 

Burt it is neceſſary to add, That it becomes us not 
to be defirous of more for iours , than that they may 
live comfortably, according to their Education, and the 
Rank and Quality of Ozr Children : Nor ought we to 


covet Great things for them ; ſince by this means we Prov. 11. 24+ 


may endanger their being deprived of what 1s infi- 
nitely better than any thing we can leave them , wiz, 
God's Bleſſing. And He hath made Promiſes enough 
to put us out of all doubt, that the Ze Courſe we 
can poſſibly take to have our Children #/e/t in the 
World, is to be mighty cautious ( while we retain 
enough for their comfortable Subſiſtence)' of making 
the Poor and Needy fare the worſe for them. . And 
now , . 

Fourthly, and Laftly, Since we have ſuch abundant 
Evidence of the Abſolute neceſſity of Mating to our 
ſelves Friends of the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, if we 
would, when we fail, and are turned out of theſe moul- 
dering Cottages, be received into everlaſting Fabita- 
tzons.: Since, it we.are not I»fidels, we muſt needs be 


CON : 
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convinced, that there's vo Duty whatſoever, but will as 
eaſily be diſpenſed with as this Duty ; and that *tis 
every whit as indiſpenſable as Faith in Chriſt's Merits 
and Righteouſneſs, tor the Remiſſion of our ſins : And 
ſince we have not the leaſt ſhadow of Reaſon to hope, 
be we never ſo obſervant of other Precepts, that 
Chritt's Undertakings for Sinners will in the lea(t 
avail «s, while we live in diſobedience to his ſo oftex 
repeated Precepts of Charity, and have moxe, or but /it- 
tle fellow-feeling of the Diltreſſes and Calamities of 
our poor Brethren : Let us, conſidering theſe things, 
be perſwaded to make as much Conſcience every whit 
of this, as of any other Duty to which our Religion does 
oblige us. 

And in order to the tz/l more elleually exciting you 
hereunto, I might preſent you with as many Promiſes 
relating to this Life, as well as the other, as your hearts 
can with for. And I might ſhew particularly, trom 
not a few Texts of Scripture, that to be Rzch i god 
Works is the ſureſt way to encreaſe your Riches, to add 
to your Treaſures on Earth, as well as to ſecure and 
augment your Treaſures in ZZeaven. But as theſe Pro- 
miſes are forreign to my Text, ſo you were on Monday 
minded of many of them. As alſo had many bright 
and ſhining Examples of Charity, the more to quicken 
you to this great Duty, laid before you. Bur yet [ 
mult not wholly wave this Great Topick , but ſhall 
confine my {elf to thoſe Examples which or own City 
hath been, and God be thanked, 7s /#;/7 Bleſt with. 
Examples enough to ſhame all Miſerly People out of 
their exceſſive Backwardneſs to Works of Charity, 
and more than enough to make our Adverſaries aiha- 
med of their Nick-naming Proteſtants Solifdians, al- 


though they were wholly unacquainted (as 'tis m_ 
ible 
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ſible they ſhould be) with our Principles. Which! 
(by the way) are no more reconcileable with Solif- 
dianiſm than is the Doctrine of the Bible. For, The 
Bible, (as Mr. Chillingworth faith ) The Bible is the 
Religion of Proteſtants, Which if it were of another 
ſort of Chriſtians, who call us Bib/i/ks, it could not be 
one of their Avowed Dottrines, That Good Works 
do Yere mereri augmentum Gratiz, &ternam witam 
& augmentum Glorige : Truly or properly merit an En- 
creaſe of Grace, Eternal Life , and an Encreaſe of Glory, 
Which are the words of the Council of Trent, Nor 
would their Greateſ/# Motive to Good Works be that 
which divers of them have frankly acknowledg'd is 
ot in the Bible ; and which we are certain is a meer 
Figment,and the very Dream Z a Shadow : And Serves 
to no-better purpoſe than to /poz/ Charity, and make 
it a thing forced and extorted by /laviſh fear, I need 
not tell you | mean their Dottrine of Purgatory. 

But to proceed, I ſay we have had many Noble Ex- 
amples among our ſelves, and have at this day, to en- 
courage us to be Charitable. And great inſtances of 
the Charity of our Fe/low-Citizens (for the moſt part) 
are commended to your Imitation in this Paper. 


A True Report, &«c, 


Ere are Five Eminent Toſpitals, whioh you may 

be fatisfied by what hath been now a third 
time read, are ſuch Treaſuries for Charity , as therc 
are »o where to be found better : And which withal 
give us ſuch Patterns of it, as the like to them are 
not eaſily to be.met with. 


As 
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As theſe Hoſpitals have had of late years far more 
Liberal Contributions than heretofore, ſo a very great 
part of their Revenues being conſumed by the late 
dreadful Fires (and the greate/# part of three of 
them) and the whole Stock of the Hoſpital of Bethlem 
exhauſted by the Building of a far more Commo- 
dious Houſe, which coſt above 170007. ( beſides pay- 
ing Intereſt for ſeveral great Summs tor the -fini- 
ſhing thereof ) they would ſince have ſignified 
nothing to what they now do, without ſuch Con- 
tributions. 

Now certainly thoſe whom God hath bleſt with 
Eſtates, and who want not Hearts to be liberal with 
them, cannot want Encouragement to Liberality to- 
wards theſe Houſes of Charity. For as in theſe they 


cannot fear depoſiting their Alms either in Unfaithtul , 


or Imprudent hands, their Governours and Treaſurers 
having ſo great a Reputation for their Excellent ma- 
naging and improving of Charity, ſo they cannot be 
beſtowed on People whoſe Caſe is more compallio- 
nable than zheirs 1s, who are received into theſe Hour 
ſes : 1 mean among our own Country-men, I thus lt- 
mit it, becauſe the French Proteſtants ( for whom 1 
muſt take all opportunities of being an Advocate ) 
muſt neceſſarily be acknowledg'd to be the moſt in- 
viting ObjeQs of Charity in the World : Both in re- 
gard of the not to be parallel'd Greatneſs of their 
Sufterings, and the Bleſſed Cauſe for which they ſuf- 
fer. But if God's Stewards (as all that have Eſtates 
will one day be convinc't they were, and that GOD 
never. parted with His Propriety in them) would be 
but as juſt as He is bountiful to this City and King- 
dom, neither theſe diſtreſſed Forreigners, nor our own 
Poor, would have cauſe to complain of the _ - 
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Charity. Our good GOD hath given among us 
enough and to ſpare, for the Supply of Zoth, and 
no one be in cver a jot the worſe Circumſtan- 
CCS, 
But to return to our buſineſs ; In the Hoſpital of 
Chriſt s-Charch, the Receivers of your Charity are poor 
Orphans, who might have been caſt upon the Wide 
World, had they not here been taken in : And whoſe 
begging about our Streets could only have been pre- 
vented by the hand of Charity. And, Who would not 
Covet being of their number, whoſe Hearts are now 
rejoiced at the Lovely Shew now before us, of Fa- 
therleſs Children well Fed (which is ſeen in their 
Countenances) and as well Cloathed, by the help and 
Aſſiſtance of their Charity 2 But they are (next 
under God ) obliged to their Benefactors for a far 
greater Bleſſing than mere Food and Rayment, viz, 
a Liberal Education ; which is fitting them for good 
Callings fuited to their ſeveral Genius's and Capacities ; 
and to which they are placed as they become fit for 
them. So that they being as well Taught as Fed, 
are not. only in an Excellent way to be inabled com- 
fortably to provide for themſelves, but alſo to Relieve 
ethers : To be uſeful in the World, and great Bleftings 
to their Country. 

Nay, by your Charity to this Hoſpital you no leſs 
contribute to poor Orphans eternal Z7appineſs, than to 
their temporal Well - fare : To their Souls no lels than to 
their Bodies; and Charity to the Souls of our Fellows 
Creatures, I need not ſay is incomparably the moſt 
Worthy. and Excellent in zt ſelf; and therefore the 
molt Grateful to God, and the molt highly Reward- 
able. And in the: Hoſpital of - Chriſt's Church (1 am 


well aſſured) no means are neglected tor the well 
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Principling. its Children in the True Religion, ll 
Care is taken for the Training of them up in the 
Way that they ſhould go; 1n Piety and Devotion , 
Vertue and Goodneſs. God Almighty reward 2hoſe 
( as moſt certainly: He wi#) who fo faithfully dif- 
charge this greateſt of Truſts: And give the Poor 
Children His Grace, to be duly aftefted with, and 
carefully ro improve, fo ineſtimable a Bleſling, 

In the Hoſpitals of S. Bartholomew and S. Thomas, you 
beſtow your Charity on the Sick, Lame, and Wound- 
ed, who muſt inevitably periſh, and while they /:ve 
lie in great Miſery, without the help of Charzty. And 
(8s you have now heard from. the Paper ) there are 
ſuch great Numbers of theſe Miſerable People re- 
ceived into theſe Houſes, that they muſt be very 
large Contributions that will defray their Char- 

es. 

And theſe Objets of Charity you ſhall not need 
to be told, are ſad: Ones indeed. *Tis a lamentable 
thing to. be deftitute of Food, Fire and Cloathing ; 
but over and above theſe Wants, to want Health 
too, or the Tſe of Limbs, which Wants render unca- 
pable of ſupplying the other ; and to have exceſſive 
Pain added. to. extreme Poverty : Oh what a pitiable 
Caſe is this! 

What is given to the Hoſpital of Bridewe/ con- 
tribures to the Maintaining of Poor Toxths, and fit- 
ting them for Trades, and putting them out to them: 
which are much like Objects of Charity with thoſe 
in the Hoſpital of Chrifts Church. It farther contri- 
butes towards the Reducing of Yicious People to So 
briety.; which, whatever the ſucceſs be, is never the 
lefs Acceptable Charity ; Endeavour being our Work, 
and not ſucceſs, And what is beſtowed here, _ 
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(29) 
alſo to the Relieving of indigent , miſerable People ; 
and to the ſending of poor Yagrants to the Places 
which ought to be their ZZomes, that are bound by 
Law to take care of them; and to their Relief and 
Subſiſtence in the mea time. And though maxy I 
fear of theſe laff do much more »eed than deferue 
your Charity, yet this is {od far from being a goad 
O0bjeftion againſt giving to them, that it carricth with 
it a no ſmall Motive thereto, viz, that thu is jmita- 
ting the Charity of our Heavenly Father, who is kind, 
as our Sawours Words are, to the Unthankful and to 
the Evil, And if thoſe ſhould want the Charity of 
Heaven who are far from deſerving it , we ſhould 
all go without it. 

But I am- not now encouraging you to any great 
Liberality towards our freet - Yagrants; and much 
leſs to ſuch of them, as are not by Age, or lols of 
Eyes or Limbs, difabled from Worki The Truth 
is, the ſo ſwarming, and I doubt daily encreafing, of 
Common Beggars, 15 a great temptation to reflec upon 
our Government. 

And Lafly, As to the Hoſpital of Berhlem : Lord, 
how deplorable is the Condition of thoſe, for whom 
your Charity is here deſired! Of thoſe who have 
loſt their Reaſor, and ſo are rendred as nuſeful to 
themſelves as to the World ; and have left them but 
lietle more, to make them diſtinguiſhable from 
Brute Creatures, than the Shapes and Tongues of 
Men and Women ! ; 

But the Caſe of Lunaticks is too Lamentable to 
need Aggravation, for the raiſing of Compatlion. 
Thoſe therefore can be no /eſs void of Senle than 
theſe poer Souls, who need to be told, that what 
is given towards the reducing of ſuch as are deſti- 
E 2 ute 
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tute of other help to their right Minds, is extraordi- 
nary Charity. 
And now let me commend thoſe Words of the 
Author to the Hebrews, Ch. 13. 3- to your very 
ferious conſideration : Remember them that are in 
Bonds, as bound with them, and them which ſuffer Ad- 
werſity ; as being your ſelves alſo in the Body. That 
is; as ' being/liable your ſelves, whilſt you are in 
this World, to the ſame Adverſities, - The Richeſt 
man among us hath no Afﬀurance, but that he 
may be as poor as Fob. The Healthieſt and -Soundeſt 
of us all, cannot-'promiſe himſelf, chat he ſhall not 
Live to be as full of Sores; as was 'that Good max 
and Lazarus in the Parable ; or as* miſerably Diſea- 
ſed as the moſt Tanguiſhing People in ether of our 
Froſpitals.- The Ripeſt Wits and beſt - Parted in our 
City do little ow , but that they may end their 
days in Bedlam. 'And the beſt Security we can 
have / from ſuch like Calamities , is to Sympathize 
with, and- extend what. Relief we are able to, ſuch- 
like Sufferers. | 

As on the. other hand, *ewill be moſt juſt with 
GOD {fo to abandon us by -His Providence, as to 
permit our faſling into- very miſerable Circumſtan- 
ees, if we have- little Compaſtion. for our Fe/ow- 
Chriſtians, or Fellow-Creatures in Miſery. © And when» 
loever rhis may happen, (as God only, knows what 
a day, 'or-what an hour, may brizz forth) How 
mult hex our Conſciences needs upbraid us, as 
Foſeph's Brethrens' did them.,, When they ſaid one to 
another , ' we are- verily Guilty. concerning our Brother ; 
in that we ſaw-the- Anguiſh. of his Soul, when he be- 
ſought us, and\ we would not hear : Therefore is this 
Diſtreſs come upon us, 
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[ doubt I have tired your Patience, but I can't 
however conclude, till I have Addreſſed my Self, in 
a few words, to thoſe of you whoſe Hearts and 
Souls are in doing Gooa : Who chiefly value your 
Riches upon the account of the Good you are inablcd 
by them to do in the World : Who cheerfully Em- 
brace all Opportunities of expreſſing a Compaſſio- 
nate and Charitable Temper. The Great S. Paul, 
( who next to our Bleiled Saviour, was the moſt 
wonderful Example of Charity the World hath 
known ; though he was not in Circumſtances to be 
ſo of that part of it which conſiſts in Alms-giving) : 
S. Paul, I fay, aſſures ſuch as you, that God is 
not Unrighteous , to forget your Work and Labour of 
Love : And that, Tow who ſow bountifully, ſhall reap 
— And therefore, as it follows, Every max 
according as he purpoſeth in his Heart, ſo let him 
give not grudgingly, or as of neceſſity, ( or, as being 
conſtrained by importunity } for GOD loveth' a 
Cheerful Giver, 2 Cor. 9.6, 7. And give me leave 
to read what follows to the End of this Chapter. 
And God is able to make all Grace abound towards 
you, that ye alwvaies having all ſufficiency in all 
things, may abound to every Good Work, or may 
ſtill have plenty for all Charitable Works : As it 
is Written, he hath diſperſed abroad, he hath given 
to the Poor, his Righteouſneſs remaineth for ever. Or . 
his Charity. And therefore he hath ever wherewith- 
al to be Charitable. Now he that miniſtreth Seed to 
the . Sawer ,- both miniſter Bread for your Food, and 
multiply your ſeed ſown, and Encreaſe the Fruit of your 
Righteouſneſs ; or , of your Charity. Being inriched 
in every good thing to all Bountifalneſs, (or, having 
enough to be liveral at ail tunes) which caxuſeth 
through 
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through us Thankſgiving to God. Or, gives us Occa- 
fion ro Bleſs GOD for all His Bleſſings beſtowed on 
you. For the Adminiſtration of this Service, not only 
 Srpplieth the want of the Saints, but is abundant alſo by 
many Thankſgivings unto God. Or, cauleth mighty 
Thankfulneis to God from thoſe that are Relieved by 
you , and thoſe that are Beholders of your Charity, 
While by the Experiment Mi this Miniſtration they 
glorifie GOD, for your profeſſed ſubjettion to the Goſpel 
of Chriſt ; and for your liberal diſtribution to them, and 
zo all men. And by their Prayer for you, wbich Long 
after you, (or are 1n Love with you) for the exceed- 
ing Grace of GOD in you. Thanks be to God for His 
-Vnſpeakable Gift. Or , for this His Great and Un- 
ſpeakable Gift of Charzy. 
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